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David Grimes, Assistant Deputy Minister, Meteorological 
Services Canada, and President of World Meteorological 
Organization 
 
David Grimes has been Assistant Deputy Minister and head of 
Environment Canada's Meteorological Service of Canada since 
July 2006. He has been Canada's Permanent Representative 
with World Meteorological Organization since December 
2006. 
 
David was re-elected President of the WMO by the 
Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress in 2015 for 
another four-year term. He has more than 25 years of 
experience working with WMO initiatives and programs. 
He has over 40 years of scientific, operations, research and 
management experience at Environment Canada. His 
experience also includes a significant number of challenging 
positions and assignments over the years, ranging from 
weather forecast operations to science policy. He occupied 
the positions of Director General with the Meteorological 
Service of Canada for 15 years. 
 
David has extensive educational experience in the domains of 
science and management (MBA level). He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in physics, mathematics and meteorology.  He has 
also been trained and carried out the responsibilities as an 
operational meteorologist. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Dianne Saxe is the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, a 
tough but fair watchdog over government compliance with the 
Environmental Bill of Rights. The ECO is a bridge between the 
public and the government on environmental issues, and is 
required by law to report to the Ontario Legislature on energy 
use and conservation, environmental rights and environmental 
protection, and climate change. Before her appointment, 
Dianne was one of Canada’s most respected and best-loved 
environmental lawyers, with 40 years’ experience in 
environmental and energy law and litigation. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Katja Fennel is Professor in the Department of 
Oceanography at Dalhousie University. As head of the Marine 
Environmental Modeling Group (http://memg.ocean.dal.ca) 
she leads the development of marine ecosystem and 
biogeochemical models at Dalhousie. For over two decades, Dr. 
Fennel has developed and applied numerical models of marine 
ecosystems and biogeochemistry with particular focus on 
continental shelf systems and the cycling of nitrogen, carbon 
and oxygen. In addition to implementing biogeochemical 
models, Dr. Fennel has developed and applied methods for the 
assimilation of observations into these models in order to 
improve their predictive capabilities. She serves as co-editor-in-
chief of the high-impact journal Biogeosciences, and has served 
on the editorial boards of three other scientific journals and on 
several international science advisory bodies including the 
IMBER/LOICZ Continental Margins Task Team and the CLIVAR 
Working Group on Ocean Model Development. Currently she is 
science team member of GODAE OceanView, co-chairs the 
GODAE Marine Ecosystem Analysis and Prediction Task Team, 
and serves on the science advisory boards of the Copernicus 
Marine Environment Monitoring Service in Europe, the Ocean 
Frontier Institute at Dalhousie, and the international 
Biogeochemical Argo Steering Committee. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Claire Martin, an award winning TV host/presenter and a veteran of the Canadian media industry, has 
worked in the public service, as well as on and off camera for public and private broadcasters for nearly 
30 years.  
 
Martin is currently employed with Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and is tasked with 
bringing her experience in engaging Canadians via television and other broadcast media, as well as her 
knowledge of meteorology & social media, to the public service. This new position was created to 
complement the team in the National Programs and Business Development Division of Prediction 
Services Directorate. The goal of this position is to re-engage, rebuild and strengthen relationships with 
Canadians (clients, stakeholders and the general public) and the Meteorological Service of Canada. 
A qualified meteorologist and passionate environmentalist,  Martin ran as the Green Party candidate in 
North Vancouver in the Canadian 2015 federal election campaign. Despite losing to the Liberal 
candidate, Martin has stated that the experience offered an “exceptionally unique opportunity to 
examine and develop the best practices in engaging the general public in an open and frank dialogue 
about the effects of climate change in Canada”. 
 
Claire Martin started winning over audiences in Edmonton, Alberta where in 1999 and again in 2000, she 
was awarded AMPIA's (Alberta Motion Picture Industry Award) for "Best Female Host" and "Best 
Produced Educational Video" for writing and appearing in science videos designed to promote the Grade 
5-8 science unit in the Alberta Public School science curriculum. 
 
The International Weather Festival awarded Claire Martin the honour of "Best Weather Presenter in the 
World" in 2000 (Paris, France), 2001 (Quebec City, Canada) and 2003 (Zagreb, Croatia).. beating out 
representatives from the likes of CNN and the BBC. 
 
In 2011 the University of Alberta awarded Martin it’s most prestigious award - the Distinguished Alumni 
Award - recognizing her achievements that had earned her national and international prominence, as 
well as her ongoing volunteer work with the World Meteorological Organization (a specialized agency of 
the United Nations).  
 
Claire Martin grew up in England (is in fact, a true cockney) and moved to Canada in 1989. She is a niece 
of Barbara Edwards, who in 1974 became the BBC's first female weather presenter in the UK. 



 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Prof. Christian Haas is Canada Research Chair for Arctic Sea Ice 
Geophysics at York University and is also affiliated with the 
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research in 
Germany. His research is concerned with the role of sea ice in 
the climate, eco-, and human systems. Christian studies sea ice 
and in particular ice thickness variations by means of satellite 
and airborne remote sensing and in-situ measurements, e.g. 
during snowmobile surveys with hunters in the Canadian Arctic. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Steven Goodman is the Senior Program Scientist for the 
NOAA geostationary satellite program. His research interests 
include the global distribution and variability of 
thunderstorms, lightning and precipitation physics, and the 
application of space-based remote sensing to improve the 
short-range forecasts and warnings of severe storms.  As the 
Senior Program Scientist for the GOES-R Program, he serves 
as the primary science authority for the United States next 
generation geostationary environmental satellite program, a 
joint agency development managed by NOAA and NASA.  
Following a 20-year career with NASA and prior to joining the 
GOES-R Program Office, he served as the Deputy Director of 
the NESDIS Office for Satellite Research and Applications and 
as the Acting Deputy Director for the Joint Center for Satellite 
Data Assimilation.  He is a past recipient of the NASA Medal 
for Exceptional Scientific Achievement and a Fellow of the 
American Meteorological Society.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

René Laprise is professor in Atmospheric Sciences and Climate 
Physics at the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM).  
He is recognized as the godfather of regional climate modelling 
in Canada, a research field that he initiated 25 years ago. He 
was principal investigator of the Canadian network on regional 
climate modelling and diagnostics for 15 years. Under his 
leadership successive versions of the Canadian Regional 
Climate Model were developed, the most recent one (CRCM5) 
being used operationally by the Ouranos Consortium to 
produce high-resolution climate projections over North 
America.  
Recently he has designed a detailed formulation of the 
atmospheric energy cycle applicable over limited regions of the 
Earth; this diagnostic will allow furthering our understanding of 
the physical mechanisms responsible for the maintenance, 
variations and evolution of climate at regional scale. 
He was a Lead Author of Chapter 11 “Regional Climate 
Projections” of the 4th Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC AR4) 
“Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis”. In 2008-
2009, he chaired the Task Force on Regional Climate 
Downscaling, set-up by the World Climate Research 
Programme (WCRP), aiming at improving collaboration 
between regional climate modelling groups, in order to 
coordinate efforts towards forthcoming IPCC reports. His team 
participates actively to the international project CORDEX 
(COrdinated Regional Downscaling EXperiment, 
http://www.cordex.org).  
During his career he has trained over 100 highly qualified 
personnel and published over 130 papers in peer-reviewed 
journals. 
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Professor Howard Wheater is Canada Excellence Research 
Chair in Water Security, Director of the Global Institute for 
Water Security at the University of Saskatchewan, and 
Distinguished Research Fellow and Emeritus Professor of 
Hydrology at Imperial College London. A leading expert in 
hydrological science and modelling, he has published more 
than 200 refereed articles and 6 books. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Academy of Engineering and the American Geophysical 
Union and winner of the Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz 
International Prize for Water. He has initiated and led national 
and international research programmes in the UK and Canada, 
and has advised states, provinces and national governments on 
flood, water resource and water quality issues. He represented 
Hungary and Argentina at the International Court of Justice, 
and recently sat on an International Court of Arbitration 
concerning the Indus Waters Treaty. He was, until 2014, vice-
chair of the World Climate Research Programme’s Global 
Energy and Water Cycle Exchange (GEWEX) project and leads 
UNESCO’s GWADI arid zone water program. In Canada, he leads 
the Changing Cold Regions Network, focused on the analysis 
and prediction of hydrological change in western Canada, and 
the Global Water Futures Program, focused on managing water 
futures in Canada and other cold regions where global warming 
is changing landscapes, ecosystems, and the water 
environment. His role as Chair of the Council of Canadian 
Academies Expert Panel on Sustainable Management of Water 
in the Agricultural Landscapes of Canada saw release of a 
report in February 2013 entitled Water and Agriculture in 
Canada: Towards Sustainable Management of Water 
Resources. 
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Dr. Francis Zwiers is director of the Pacific Climate 
Impacts Consortium (PCIC) at the University of Victoria. 
His former roles include chief of the Canadian Centre for 
Climate Modelling and Analysis and director of the 
Climate Research Division, both at Environment and 
Climate Change Canada. As a research scientist, his 
expertise is in the application of statistical methods to the 
analysis of observed and simulated climate variability and 
change. Dr. Zwiers is an Honorary Research Professor at 
the University of Victoria, a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada and of the American Meteorological Society, a 
recipient of the Patterson Medal and the President’s 
Prize, has served as an IPCC Coordinating Lead Author of 
the Fourth Assessment Report and as an elected member 
of the IPCC Bureau for the Fifth Assessment Report. 
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